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School Student Transport Scheme  
How to apply for a school term bus pass 

 
 
Overview 
 
If you don't qualify for free school travel, you may be able to buy a School Term Bus Pass. 

A School Term Bus Pass offers discounted travel on buses between home and school for 
the whole school term. 

A School Term Bus Pass is valid for travel between home and school on school days only, 
via the most direct route. It is only valid for one bus operator. 

Students who have been rejected for other reasons other than the radial or walking distance 
cannot apply for a School Term Bus Pass. They will need to apply for a Child/Youth Opal 
card. 
 
If the student's travel is in a rural/regional area 

Please contact your local bus operator to see if a School Term Bus Pass is available and 
which pass will be issued. 

 

If the student’s travel is in the Opal network 

Students will be provided with a School Opal card as their School Term Bus Pass within the 
Opal network. 

It can be purchased for one or more terms in the school year. The current cost is $55 
(including GST) per term (price is correct at the time of publication and is subject to 
change). 

If your application is successful, travel for the number of terms purchased will be loaded 
onto a School Opal card and sent to your home address. 

If a student already has a School Term Bus Pass on a School Opal card and you need to 
purchase extra terms, you should do so before the beginning of the new school term for 
which you need to purchase travel. 

Please keep your School Opal card if you wish to purchase more terms as your existing 
card will be updated. 
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Eligibility 

You need to live within a certain distance of the school to buy a School Term Bus Pass: 

Primary school students from Years 3-6 are able to buy a School Term Bus Pass if: 

• The straight line distance from their home address to school is less than 1.6 kilometres. 

Secondary school students from Years 7-12 are able to buy a School Term Bus Pass if: 

• The straight line distance from their home address to school is less than 2 kilometres. 

TAFE students are not able to buy a School Term Bus Pass. 
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Step Action 

 

1 
 

Navigate to https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/ 

 

 

2 
 

Click on ‘Purchase a School Term Bus Pass’ 

 

 
 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/%23/
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Step Action 

 

3 
 

Click ‘Apply for School Term Bus Pass’ 

 
  

 

 

 

A parent or guardian must apply for children under 16.  
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Step Action 

 

4 
 

Choose relationship to student and complete parent or guardian details. 
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Step Action 

 

5 
 

Choose student type and complete student details 
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Step Action 

 

6 
 

Complete home address and postal address details 
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Step Action 

 

5 
 

Choose student type and complete student details 
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Step Action 

 

6 

 

Enter School details > Select school name from drop down box > Select school year 
from drop down box 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

DO NOT free text the school name.  If you do not select from the drop down list, 
you will not be able to choose a school year. 
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Step Action 

 

7 

 

Nominate transport operator from drop down list 

 

 

Once a mode of transport has been selected the operator drop down list will populate 
with various operators within your area 

 

8 

 

Choose term start date 

 
 

Choose term end date 
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Step Action 

 

9 

 

 

 

Confirm total cost 

 

 
 

 

If you choose Term 1 2020 as a start date and Term 4 2020 as an end date, the total 
cost is $220.00. 

Each term cost is $55.00. 

 

10 

 

Click ‘Next’ 
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Step Action 

 

11 

 

Tick the check box once you have confirmed details and agree to the Terms & 
Conditions and click ‘Next’ 

 

 
 

 

12 

 

Complete payment details and click ‘Next’ 
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Step Action 

 

13 

 

Confirm bank details and enter verification code. 
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Step Action 

 

14 

 

Confirm email address for receipt  

 

 
 

 

15 

 

Click ‘Yes’ if email address is correct. 

 

 



 

 

School Student Transport Scheme 
How to apply for a Term Bus Pass 

 
Page 15 of 15  

 

Step Action 

 

16 

 

Click ‘Finish’ 

 

 
 

 

17 

 

Keep reference number for your records 

 

 

 

 

 

You will receive your Term Bus Pass in approximately 8-10 working days  
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